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other abnormalities are powerfully influenced by the negro—
and the famous American naivet6, in its charming as well as
in its more unpleasant form, lends itself to comparison with
the childishness of the negro. The remarkable liveliness of
the average temperament, which shows itself not only at base-
ball games, but particularly in an extraordinary desire to
talk—of which the ceaseless and boundless stream of talk
in the American papers offers a good example—is scarcely
to be derived from the Germanic forefathers, but resembles
far more the ' chattering' of a negro village. The almost
complete lack of intimacy, and the all-devouring, voluminous
sociability remind one of primitive 'life in 'Open huts in a
state of complete identification with all the members of the
tribe. It seemed to me as though American houses had all
their doors open all the time, as in American country towns
there are to be found no garden hedges. Everything seems to
bfe street.
In dealing with each particular trait it is difficult to
decide how much is to be ascribed to the symbiosis with the
negro, and how much to the fact that America is still a
pioneering nation on virgin soil. But taken all in all, the
significant influence of the negro upon the general character
of the people is unmistakable.
This infection of the primitive can also be observed in
other lands, but not in the same degree. In Africa, for example,
the white man is in a vanishing minority, and must therefore
defend himself against the negro by observing the strictest
social form; otherwise he risks ' going black'. If he submits
to the primitive influence he is already lost. But in America,
the negro,because he is in the minority, has a peculiar influence
that is not degenerative. In fact, taking it all in. all, the negro
influence—provided one is not just possessed by a Jazz-
phobia—cannot be termed unfavourable.
The remarkable thing is that one notices little or nothing
of the Indians, and yet the above-mentioned anatomical facts
do not point to Africa, but are specifically American. Does

